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Synopsis

The award-winning national bestseller, Walking with the Wind, is one of our most important records
of the American civil rights movement. Told by John Lewis, who Cornel West calls a

A¢a -A“national treasure,A¢a —A- this is a gripping first-hand account of the fight for civil rights and
the courage it takes to change a nation.In 1957, a teenaged boy named John Lewis left a cotton
farm in Alabama for Nashville, the epicenter of the struggle for civil rights in America.

LewisA¢a -4,¢s adherence to nonviolence guided that critical time and established him as one of
the movementA¢a -4,¢s most charismatic and courageous leaders. LewisA¢a -4,¢s leadership in
the Nashville MovementAg¢a -4 «a student-led effort to desegregate the city of Nashville using sit-in
techniques based on the teachings of GandhiA¢a -4 sset the tone for major civil rights campaigns
of the 1960s. Lewis traces his role in the pivotal Selma marches, Bloody Sunday, and the Freedom
Rides. Inspired by his mentor, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., LewisA¢a -4,¢s vision and perseverance
altered history. In 1986, he ran and won a congressional seat in Georgia, and remains in office to
this day, continuing to enact change. The late Edward M. Kennedy said of Lewis, A¢ga -A“John tells
it like it wasA¢a —A|Lewis spent most of his life walking against the wind of the times, but he was

surely walking with the wind of history.A¢a —As

Book Information

Paperback: 544 pages

Publisher: Simon & Schuster; Reissue edition (February 10, 2015)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 1476797714

ISBN-13: 978-1476797717

Product Dimensions: 6 x 1.4 x 9 inches

Shipping Weight: 1.2 pounds (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review: 4.8 out of 5 stars 155 customer reviews

Best Sellers Rank: #10,737 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #54 inA A Books > Biographies &
Memoirs > Ethnic & National > African-American & Black #87 inA A Books > Politics & Social
Sciences > Social Sciences > Specific Demographics > African-American Studies #118

inA A Books > Biographies & Memoirs > Historical > United States

Customer Reviews

John Lewis is an authentic American hero, a modest man from the most humble of beginnings who

left a rural Alabama cotton farm 40 years ago and strode into the forefront of the civil rights



movement. One of the young people who brought the teachings of Ghandi and King to the lunch
counters of Nashville in 1960, Lewis suffered taunts and threats, beatings and arrests. He spoke at
the historic 1963 March on Washington and became chairman of the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee. The nation, tuned to the nightly news, watched in horror as state troopers
clubbed him viciously, fracturing his skull as he led a march in Selma, Alabama, in 1965. Today,
he’s the only member of Congress who can be proud of having been carried off to jail more than 40
times. With the help of a collaborator, journalist Michael D’Orso, this remarkable man has written a
truly remarkable book. Walking with the Wind is a deeply moving personal memoir that skillfully
balances the intimate and touching recollections of the deeply thoughtful Lewis with the intense
national drama that was the civil rights movement. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable

edition of this title.

Lewis, an Alabama sharecropper’s son, went to Nashville to attend a Baptist college where, at the
end of the 1950s, his life and the new civil rights movement became inexorably entwined. First
came the lunch counter sit-ins; then the Freedom Rides; the Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee (SNCC) and Lewis’s election to its chairmanship; the voter registration drives; the 1963
march on Washington; the Birmingham church bombings; the murders during the Freedom
Summer; the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party; Bloody Sunday in Selma in 1964; and the
march on Montgomery. Lewis was an active, leading member during all of it. Much of his account,
written with freelancer D’Orso, covers the same territory as David Halberstam’s The
Children?Halberstam himself appears here briefly as a young reporter?but Lewis imbues it with his
own observations as a participant. He is at times so self-effacing in this memoir that he underplays
his role in the events he helped create. But he has a sharp eye, and his account of Selma and the
march that followed is vivid and personal?he describes the rivalries within the movement as well as
the enemies outside. After being forced out of SNCC because of internal politics, Lewis served in
President Carter's domestic peace corps, dabbled in local Georgia politics, then in 1986 defeated
his old friend Julian Bond in a race for Congress, where he still serves. Lewis notes that people
often take his quietness for meekness. His book, a uniquely well-told testimony by an eyewitness,
makes clear that such an impression is entirely inaccurate. Copyright 1998 Reed Business

Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

Great book! Might be good reading for the incoming Trump Administration.



| had the opportunity to meet John Lewis briefly a number of years ago. This man is a giant - he
embodies the vision of "the beloved community" carrying the dispositions and hope of that vision
even in his engagement with political opponents. He refuses to fall into demonizing the other, while
tirelessly working for the common good.We are fortunate to have the living example of persons who
met brutal force with soul-force. This memoir will challenge and encourage commitment to a better

future for all.

This book is really a must-read, as it covers in depth the Civil Rights struggle of the late 1950s and
early 1960s as lived by someone at the heart of it, who knew all the leaders and put his own body
on the line over and over. It is also immensely readable, and if there are times | simply can’t keep all
the names straight (he is very thorough) they are more than balanced by Lewis’s deep and beautiful
reflections, excerpts from speeches and the sheer readability, humility and honestly of his story. It
would be five stars for the story from which the title gets its basis. We need this reminder that
peaceful protest requires great strength and courage, resolution and planning, and will always be

needed.

| still mourn the loss of Dr. King, but feel Mr. Lewis echoes his timeless sentiments and carries the
torch for another generation. He is as good a writer as he is an honest, decent, engaged human
being. It was an honor to hold his work product in my hands as | read it. | felt his strength against all
odds and cheered with his victories and felt the cruel sting of racism radiate off the pages. His

superior writing ability is a powerful delight. A highly recommended read.

John Lewis a tue American hero

A wonderfully earnest, moving, and detailed history of the civil rights movement from one of its
heroes. John Lewis was on the front lines of nearly every major victory (and defeat) of the
movement, and his retelling of its story in his own clear, strong voice is what makes this book
unique. His inspiring perspective, in combination with the book’s very accessible style, is why |
believe this book should be required reading for every American. It both reminds us of the incredible
sacrifices of those who struggled to make this country live up to its values and reveals how far we

still have to go.

Just a wonderful memoir. | was completely absorbed. | thought | knew a lot about the civil rights



movement but it turned out | really didn’t.

What a guy. Reading this makes Trump look all the more idiotic for calling him out once for being all
talk and no action. Trump clearly didn’t even know who he was (how shocking, right?). But John
Lewis is walking history. Everyone in America should read his story.
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